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Governor Brad Little 

State Capitol 

PO Box 83720 

Boise, ID 83720 

Subject: Idaho County Request to Initiate Development of an Idaho Road less Rule 

Modification 

Dear Governor Little: 

The Idaho County Board of Commissioners is writing to notify you that Idaho County intends to 

request modification of the management classifications assigned to Idaho Road less Areas within 

Idaho County, pursuant to 36 CFR 294.27(b). The reason for our request is compelling. 

Idaho County encompasses approximately 5.5 million acres, of which approximately 4.5 million 

acres are federally managed. Within those federal lands: 

• approximately 2.2 million acres are Congressionally Designated Wilderness;

• approximately 100,000 additional acres are Recommended Wilderness, administratively

managed to maintain their wilderness character;

• 348 miles of designated Wild and Scenic Rivers, including river corridors outside

Wilderness (111,360 acres within these corridors); and

• lands outside Wilderness and Wild and Scenic River corridors remain subject to stringent

federal protections for visuals and ESA-listed fish and wildlife and their habitat, further

constraining management across substantial portions of Idaho County.

On top of those restrictions, Idaho County contains another 1,727,241 acres (32% of the County) 

of Idaho Roadless Areas. Yet only 75 of Idaho County's 1,727,241 roadless acres are 

classified as General Forest, Rangeland and Grassland, the least restrictive management 

theme under the Idaho Roadless Rule. Approximately 4.1 million acres-roughly three-quarters 

of Idaho County's entire land base-are therefore Wilderness, Recommended Wilderness, Wild 

and Scenic River corridors, or Idaho Road less Areas, before even accounting for ESA-listed fish 

and wildlife habitat, and other federal land-management requirements. The majority of the 

road less areas in Idaho County are managed under the Backcountry Restoration Theme which 

does allow for tree removal under limited circumstances. However, as a practical matter, the 
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October 26, 2026 

 

Idaho County Board of Commissioners 
320 West Main Street 
Grangeville, Idaho 83530 
 
Re: Proposed Idaho Roadless Rule Modification 

Dear Commissioners: 

Thank you for your letter to Governor Little regarding Idaho County's request to modify management 
themes under the Idaho Roadless Rule. County officials and residents know their communities best 
and experience the direct results of federal land management decisions on their resources and 
economy. We recognize your frustration with the U.S. Forest Service’s efforts to reduce hazardous 
fuels and improve forest health, and your request for greater flexibility warrants serious 
consideration. 

The Idaho Roadless Rule was developed by Idahoans to ensure local voices shape the management of 
these lands, particularly when addressing and reducing wildfire risk to our communities.  

At its core, the Rule is intended to enable responsible management, not to provide an excuse for 
inaction. We share your concerns that the Forest Service has not made full and effective use of the 
existing tools available through the Rule and recognize you are seeking better implementation.  

Your proposal would place approximately 1.7 million acres of Idaho Roadless Areas in Idaho County 
under the General Forest, Rangeland, and Grassland theme. A proposal of this magnitude requires 
careful consideration and coordination with the Idaho Roadless Rule Implementation Commission.  

The Commission was created by Executive Order No. 2006-43, and its responsibilities are codified in 
Idaho Code § 67-826. Its charge is to coordinate with the U.S. Forest Service and advise on projects, 
plans, and policies within or affecting Idaho Roadless Areas, as defined in 36 C.F.R. § 294.21. This 
includes addressing community protection, forest health, and the federal agency's interpretation and 
implementation of the Idaho Roadless Rule. 

We appreciate your request for the Commission’s assistance, and we are committed to working with 
you on the county's proposed modification once you have secured its support. As you proceed 
through this process, we encourage you to compile and present very specific examples of necessary 
projects, community wildfire risk information, and other supporting analyses so the Commission can 
assess the benefits of a Backcountry Restoration theme change that aligns with the Rule’s framework. 



We stand ready to work with you and the Commission toward that goal. We appreciate your 
leadership on behalf of Idaho County and share your commitment to healthier forests, safer 
communities, and a strong rural economy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brad Little        James E. Risch 
Governor of Idaho       U.S. Senator 
 

 

 

 
 


